Barberton Lone Tree Hill Rules

The site used to be 1st Para and Thermal Riders controlled, but during the past few years the Lowveld Slope Soaring Club has taken over. People who can be contacted regarding flying at Barberton (or for the weather) are: Basie Geldenhuys 0836301588, Anton Naude 0834621616, Mias de Klerk 0834144069.
Planning

1.
Call ..... at Sappi on 013-712-3591 DURING OFFICE HOURS at least one week before going to Barberton (but if necessary, call on the day you are going!). Sappi closes the site when the fire hazard risk is too high (in the orange or red). This is a common occurrence during the dry, winter season and a huge waste of time driving there when access is closed. (One can also check with Hi-Tech Security.) Note: new person to be appointed

2.
Call the Barberton Golf Course on 013-712-3323 (usually available mornings only) to check with them whether they have a tournament. They often prefer us not to land on the golf course on those weekends, especially big groups, although we can promise to land on the designated landing area only.

3.
Call or sms CC Pocock of the Barberton/Bush Air Airfield on 082-490-5721 to inform him that you will be flying on the specific weekend. I usually send an sms about a week before, and then sms him on the day to advise that we are flying. Take an airband radio along so that someone may be able to talk to any aircraft in the vicinity - frequency 124.800Mhz. Many of their pilots like to fly low over the town which can be hazardous to paragliders and hang gliders. They also fly along the mountain a lot.

Sappi rules

Permits are required for any vehicle that goes up the mountain. That costs R20 per day, plus R50 deposit. The key must be returned every day. Available from Hi-Tech Security in town. Please do not let any vehicle without a permit through with your key. Gate must be locked every time one goes through. Violation of this rule can prohibit paragliding and hang gliding permanently from this site.

Keys MUST be returned to Hi-Tech every day. Neglect of this rule will mean loss of deposit plus possible permanent banning of pilot.

No smoking on the way up the mountain. Smoking only allowed inside the hut area on the hill. If you see others smoking on take off or near the gliders, please ask them to move to the hut area.

No driving up to White Rocks (but people can walk!).

All pilots (including foreigners) must be SAHPA members due to the special insurances required by Sappi. Sappi has the right to inspect licenses. Non-compliance can cause the site to be lost.

Golf Course

R50 per day landing fee payable by pilots to the Chief Caddy on the golf course before going to take off. The Golf Club expects people to pay even when they do not fly as they and their mates/family use the facilities at the club. (*Fees under negotiation.)

No "undressing" allowed on the golf course (i.e. no bikini tops, no bare male chests) - old rule, which may be somewhat more relaxed these days. One can buy drinks and snacks at the Golf Club House.

Kids may not play in the bunkers. No landings or packing up allowed on the greens. Landing on the fairways requires picking up of the glider and moving to the side (under the trees). No packing up in front of the lapa. No shouting and noise next to the greens (especially in front of the lapa).

Site Recommendations

Barberton is the best winter thermalling site. Best times to visit are end March to September.

Site is approx 460m high and accessible for most cars except the really low slung ones. One can take off from NE through N to W. The take off area is very rocky in places. Boots are a recommendation.

Make sure that you understand where the alternative landing fields are, but better still, do not "scratch" on the mountain until too low to make the golf course. The alternative areas are: scrapyard (with biting dogs & obstacles), testing grounds, school field, and rugby field. All of these have hazards such as cables, lamp posts, fences, trees and buildings to make landings more difficult (interesting?).

The ceiling over the site and town is approx 3000m. However, towards Nelspruit and towards the East the ceiling drops. Best to study an airspace map.

Flying over the Barberton/Bush Air airfield is bound to cause a ruckus. Please advise CC about your intention to fly over, if you do. He prefers that pilots flying over the airfield have an airband radio, although if you advise him upfront it might just ease the tensions. It is a sensitive issue at present.

Flying towards the West (Badplaas direction) is generally not a problem.

Barberton is our prime winter site. Preserve it for our future use by sticking to the rules, please, even if you think that they are petty.

